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Introduction
This policy explains what is taught in the Greenside Curriculum and why. It provides a
framework that translates the vision, values and aims of our school into creative,
relevant, enjoyable experiences, themes and subjects which reflect the needs,
interests and aspirations of each learner. This policy should be read in conjunction
with the school’s Assessment Policy. Together, we are able to engage our learners
and enable them to achieve their personalised outcomes.
At Greenside we use the term ‘phase’ to describe a learner’s journey through the
school associated with their chronological age, while we use the term ‘pathway’ to
describe a learner’s cognition and style of learning.
Our Vision
 To empower, enable and equip each learner for a meaningful, happy and safe
life beyond school.
Our Values
 The learner is at the heart of everything we do.
 We believe in learning and achieving together.
 Respect, creativity and collaboration inform everything we do.
Our Aims
We aim to promote the development of problem solving and independence skills in
order to equip our learners for life after school by:
 Providing real world and community learning opportunities, through high quality,
creative experiences.
 Fostering engagement and positive relationships as the foundation of all
learning.
 Nurturing a sense of pride and purpose in our learners’ self-development.
“My Curriculum”
Greenside offers a highly personalised curriculum with the learner at the centre; we call
this “My Curriculum.” This curriculum comprises four key aspects which help staff and
parents focus on what is important to each learner and for each learner. The four key
aspects of ‘My Curriculum’ are:
My Communication - Communication and interaction
My Thinking – Cognition and learning
My Wellbeing – Social, emotional and mental health needs
My Body - Sensory and physical needs
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The ‘Greenside Curriculum Wheel’ provides a visual description of ‘My Curriculum’ (see
Appendix 1)
Strategies and Approaches
At Greenside, we have selected a set of strategies and specialist interventions that have
proven efficacy within settings similar to ours. Class leads, through professional
dialogue with senior leads and other professionals, select appropriate combinations of
strategies and interventions from those identified and will implement these in timetables
appropriate to their learner group.
Engagement
Engagement and relationship building is at the core of all learning at Greenside. Class
leads foster engagement in the learning process through the provision of creative and
innovative learning opportunities. Adults build upon relationships with learners through
positive engagement, fostering early social communication and interaction skills, which
are the foundation blocks of learning in a social context.
Creativity
At Greenside School, we see creativity in two forms: delivery and output. Delivery is the
way that learning is planned, prepared and facilitated. Output is the individual learner’s
response to any learning opportunity. The two are intrinsically linked. Practitioners
deliver learning through creative approaches in order to engage learners and capitalise
on their interests. The learners are encouraged to be creative in their response to their
learning in a bid to develop their sense of self. This agency of self supports the individual
in their ongoing development across the curriculum, as well as in their self-belief and
resilience beyond school and into adulthood.
Teaching and Learning
To enable learners to acquire skills at their developmental level, through meaningful,
engaging and creative activities, subject-specific skills such as maths, reading, writing
and understanding the world/science, are usually taught through cross-curricular
learning experiences. Some discrete teaching of specific subjects may take place, for
specific learners, where this is relevant to their needs.
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With the emphasis on the individual learner’s interests and abilities, key personal and
social skills such as communication, interaction, self-regulation and independence, are
taught in real life contexts throughout the school day, including during lunch and play
times.
Learners are given opportunities to make choices, take risks, solve problems, reflect
and develop life skills in preparation for transitions, both in school and beyond. The
teaching of these key skills and elements is underpinned through use of the following
approaches:


Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)- including Object Cues and
Objects of Reference, Body signing and Sign Supported English (SSE), the use
of visuals and symbols via Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS),
core boards, communication books and VOCAs.



Therapeutic approach to supporting pro-social behaviour- including Hertfordshire
Steps, the low-arousal approach, targeted teaching of emotional regulation
strategies in everyday contexts etc.



Reflection and relaxation opportunities- including massage, sense breaks,
candle time, reflection time (group and individual), assemblies etc.

A high priority is placed on inclusive, community based learning. This is facilitated in a
number of ways, including:


Co-location of Greenside with Barnwell High School.



Provision of two learning resources located at The Hyde, a local shopping centre
(approximately 0.5 miles from Greenside School).

In order to ensure effective sequencing of learning, breadth of coverage and
progression, planning is supported by a three-year thematic plan, skills banks for key
aspects of the curriculum such as maths and schemes of work developed by EQUALs.
Planning ensures that every learner accesses a curriculum that is:
 Ambitious, empowering and rewarding.
 Relevant to their stage of development and needs.
 Broad and balanced, ensuring appropriate coverage of subject knowledge and
skills.
 Coherent and well sequenced, enabling clearly evidenced progression and
achievement.
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Progression
As learners move through the school, they have the opportunity to build on previous
learning as well as acquiring new skills and broadening and deepening their
experiences on their journey to preparing for life beyond school.
We recognise that progression looks very different for learners across our school and
whilst many learners make progress by developing and acquiring new skills, for some
learners progress is evidenced through the increasing breadth of experiences and
learning contexts in which the learner engages and applies existing skills. (See
Greenside Progression Model Appendix 2).
Curriculum Organisation
In order to assist class leads in their planning for each learner, the Greenside School
Curriculum has 4 ‘phases’ of learning.
The wide range of needs of our learners is reflected in the way class groups are
arranged. Most groups have a span of different chronological ages, communication,
cognitive, physical and sensory abilities. Each group reflects social and emotional needs
and within each class there will be learners who will be at a different phase of their
learning.
Phase 1 reflects the national Early Years Framework, learning through play and childinitiated experiences. Activities are planned for both adult-led and child-initiated
learning. Staff observe closely, assessing continuously and then plan next steps from
previous learning. The focus in this phase is on nurturing independence and developing
early play and communication skills.
Phase 2 relates to the majority of learners in Key Stages 1 and 2. The curriculum follows
a thematic, three-year cycle in which planning is wholly centred around the interests of
learners and the scope for creative and immersive learning experiences.
Phase 3 relates to secondary aged learners (predominantly Key Stages 3 and 4). Where
appropriate, there is an increasing emphasis on developing independence and
continuing to gain relevant knowledge and skills whilst beginning to extend the
application of these skills in broader contexts e.g. in the co-located secondary school
(Barnwell) and in the local community. For some learners in this phase, there is a
continued focus on use of immersive environments to maintain skills and broaden
learning experiences. Within Phase 3, themes and subject areas continue to structure
the context for learning.
Page 4 of 6

Phase 4 relates to some learners in Key Stage 4 and those who are Post-16. The focus
in this phase is on transition and preparing learners for adulthood. A broad and balanced
programme is delivered which reflects the four key areas of the Greenside ‘My
Curriculum.’ In this phase, a higher proportion of learning occurs in the wider community
and there is significant emphasis on developing the skills needed in order to live as
independently as possible and to prepare learners fully for life beyond Greenside.
(See Greenside Progression Model Appendix 2).
Curriculum Pathways
‘Pathways’ assist class staff in their planning by helping to describe learners’ cognition
and style of learning and identifying the frameworks that underpin the most relevant
curriculum content for these learners. Curriculum pathways are expanded upon and
supported by schemes of work and skills banks that identify progression and enable
class leads to sequence learning for each individual. There are four ‘Pathways’:
 Engage - primarily for learners who have profound and multiple learning
difficulties (PMLD)
 Explore (SLD) - primarily for learners who have a severe learning difficulty
 Explore (ASC) - primarily for learners who have Autistic Spectrum Condition
 Focus - primarily for learners who have learning difficulties (LD) and can access
an adapted National Curriculum
(See Appendix 3 ‘Curriculum Overview & Pathways at Greenside School’).
Thematic Approach
Phases 1 to 3 follow a thematic approach to planning curriculum coverage. Through the
thematic approach the four key areas of ‘My Curriculum’ are taught together (rather than
teaching discrete subjects). The thematic approach provides learners with a breadth of
experience and opportunity.
Creative, engaging and ambitious themes are selected to reflect the interests and
natural curiosities of the learners, with a different theme delivered each term (or half
term as appropriate). Teaching and learning activities related to each theme are
delivered in a flexible way allowing learner ownership whenever possible. Learners are
given opportunities to grow in confidence, work collaboratively, demonstrate
independence, be creative and take part in supported-risk activities.
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Class leads work collaboratively to plan the context of the curriculum in Phase Teams
by sharing ideas for creative learning experiences and activities linked to the chosen
theme. (See Appendix 4: Examples of Thematic Curriculum Planning)
The content of the curriculum is planned using a range of underpinning frameworks,
relevant to the phase(s) and pathway(s) of the cohort, to ensure breadth of coverage
and progression, whilst allowing for high levels of personalisation related to the needs
of each learner. (See Appendix 3 ‘Curriculum Overview & Pathways at Greenside
School’ and Appendix 5 ‘Medium Term Planning Template’).
Inclusive Learning
We recognise that in order to empower, enable and equip our learners for opportunities
beyond Greenside, we must offer a rich variety of learning opportunities based within
the wider community. We work collaboratively with mainstream schools, colleges,
creative practitioners, local businesses, farms, forest and riding schools, together with
community organisations to ensure that our curriculum is relevant and ambitious. We
strive for our learners to gain some form of employment and we work with relevant
services and providers to enable this. Some of the community learning opportunities
available, include:
 Co-location with a mainstream secondary school, Barnwell Middle School. We
work in partnership with Barnwell to broaden and enrich the learning
opportunities for the benefit of staff and pupils of both schools.
 Partnership with a mainstream primary school, Broom Barns School, enables
inclusive learning opportunities for primary aged learners.
 Two Greenside community learning facilities at The Hyde, a small shopping
centre close to the school. One facility is a social enterprise, the other a
partnership with North Hertfordshire College. This enables extended periods of
transition beyond the age of 19 when required.
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Appendix 1 - The Greenside Curriculum Wheel

Appendix 2 - Greenside Progression Model

Knowledge:

Phase 1
EYFS
Baseline
assessments.
Identifying
routes to
success.

Phase 2
Thematic
curriculum.

Phase 3

Phase 4

Thematic
curriculum.

Transitioning
understanding of
life beyond
school.

Skills:
Phase 4
Phase 2
Phase 1
Identify skills to
be developed.
Acquire new
skills.

Consolidate
existing skills
and acquire new
skills.

Phase 3
Consolidate
existing skills
and acquire new
skills.

Extend skills
within school
environments.

Extend skills to
the wider world.

Phase 2

Phase 3

Developing
place in the
school
community

Solidifying place
in school
community.

Transitioning
skills to life
beyond school..
Continue to
consolidate and
acquire new
skills.
Generalise skills
in the wider
world.

Experiences:

Phase 1
Becoming part
of a class group

Accessing local
community.

Engaging with
the local
community and
beyond

Phase 4
Developing
their sense of
belonging in the
wider
community.

Appendix 3 - Curriculum Overview & Pathways at Greenside School

Greenside Curriculum overview

Evidence for
Learning App

Pupil Progress
Meetings

Behaviour
support
documents

PIVATs

Autism
Education Trust:
Progression
Framework

Routes for
Learning

EYFS
Development
Matters

RARPA

How will you know I am making progress?

EYFS
Framework

Collaborative
planning

EQUALs
schemes of
work

Greenside
Skills Banks
for SubjectSpecific
Learning

Thematic
curriculum
coverage

Specialist
strategies
and
approaches

National
Curriculum
(if relevant)

Where will my targets come from and how will you ensure breadth and balance?
Building
upon
learner
interests

Through
discussions
with
parents

Learning in
the
community

Co-location
Inclusive
learning

Work
related
learning

Sensory
based
learning

How will it be relevant for me?
My Communication

My Thinking

My Wellbeing

My Body

To communicate
effectively & build
relationships
To listen to others
For my voice to be
heard

To learn to solve
problems and to be
aware of the world
around me.
To develop
independence.

To develop a sense of
self direction.
To learn to take care of
myself.
To express myself
creatively.

To be aware of my
body, My senses
To enjoy a variety of
exercise, including
swimming.
To be healthy.

What do I need to learn at school?

My Curriculum
Each learner will have a highly personalised curriculum based on their EHCP learning outcomes, learning
experiences and responses.

Pathways at Greenside School Curriculum

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
A play based approach, introducing specialist strategies if appropriate. The EYFS provision at Greenside
provides the opportunity to get to know learners and their families and make those early baseline
assessments in order to identify the most appropriate pathway for them to follow.

Explore -SLD
Engage
Learning through
relationships
This pathway is for
learners at the
very early stages
of development
(typically assessed
as working within
the Engagement
Model- previously
P1 to P4)
They usually have
multisensory
needs and require
a sensory
approach to
learning.

Life-skills based
curriculum
This pathway is for
learners who are
learning to work as
part of a group and
work independently
with less support
(typically assessed at
P4 to Pre-KS1
Standards). They can
communicate verbally
or use sign language,
communication
books, VOCAs to a
high standard.
Learning can be
through play or
functional skills
activities and follow a
thematic approach.

Explore -ASC
Life-skills based
curriculum
This pathway is for
learners with ASC who
may have additional
complex sensory needs.
Learners may have a spiky
profile- typically assessed
at P4 to Pre-KS Standards,
but may be working within
the National Curriculum in
some areas. Learners
require a highly structured
approach to learning
adopting specialist Autism
knowledge and
strategies*.

Focus
Adapted National
Curriculum
This pathway is for
learners working at
Pre-KS Standards
and beyond, with
some learners
accessing the
National
Curriculum. They
will access a range
of subject-specific
learning delivered
through a crosscurricular approach
and adapted to
cater for
developmental level
and special
educational needs.

* Specialist ASC approaches are used throughout all pathways where there is need.

Planning tools
EQUALs Pre-formal
curriculum
Greenside Skills
Banks

Adapted National
Curriculum

EYFS Framework

EYFS Framework

EQUALS semiformal/formal* curriculum

EQUALs Semi-formal/formal*
curriculum

Greenside Skills Banks

Adapted National Curriculum*

EQUALs formal
curriculum

*for some areas of
learning

Greenside Skills Banks

Greenside Skills Banks

*for some areas of learning

Assessment frameworks
Engagement Model
Routes for Learning
MAPP

EYFS Development
Matters
PIVATS

EYFS Development Matters

PIVATS

AET Progression Framework

Pre-Key Stage Standards
(National Curriculum)

Pre/End-Key Stage Standards
(National Curriculum)*
*for some areas of learning

End of KS Standards
(National Curriculum)

(Class groups are organised so that they broadly cater for learners following the same pathway,
however, some classes may contain learners following different curriculum pathways. Class leads
ensure that all needs are met through differentiation).

Greenside ‘Engage’ Pathway

Cross curricula strategies and approaches
Intensive Interaction

Semi Formal (SLD) Curriculum
Self-initiated learning
SensoryAreas
exploration

Drama
Bamboozle drama
approaches
Sensory literacy
Tacpac
Sensory storytelling
Speech Therapy

Computing- switch
work and eye gaze.
Exploring and
Investigating

Art
Play Skills
Music
Creative workshops
Community learning
Social inclusion
sessions

Physio programmes
Occupational
Therapy
Massage
Sherborne Movement
Sensory Interaction
Sensory exploration
Swimming
Rebound therapy
Sensology

Curriculum aspects, strategies and approaches

My Communication

My Thinking

My Wellbeing

My Body

To communicate
effectively & build
relationships
To listen to others
For my voice to be
heard
.

To learn to solve
problems and to be
aware of the world
around me.
To develop
independence.

To develop a sense of
self direction.
To learn to take care of
myself.
To express myself
creatively.

To be aware of my
body and to be
healthy.

What do I need to learn at school?

‘Engage’ Curriculum
Each learner will have a highly personalised curriculum based on their EHCP learning outcomes, learning
experiences and responses.

Greenside ‘Explore’ (ASC) Pathway

Cross curricula strategies and approaches
SCERTS

Visual supports

Self-initiated learning

Reading
Early writing/writing
Story telling
Drama
Bamboozle drama
approaches
Attention autism
Sensory literacy
Tacpac
Speech Therapy

Intensive Interaction

Adapted TEACCH

Counting
Problem solving
Computing
Exploring and
Investigating
Understanding the
World/ Science

Cooking
Washing Up
Art
Shopping
Play Skills
Music
Creative workshops
Community learning
and travel training
Sensory Assembly

Sensory exploration

P.E.
Massage
Yoga
Sensory Interaction
Swimming
Trampolining
Horse riding
Sherborne Movement

Curriculum aspects, strategies and approaches

My Communication

My Thinking

My Wellbeing

To communicate
effectively & build
relationships
To listen to others
For my voice to be
heard
.

To learn to solve
problems and to be
aware of the world
around me.
To develop
independence.

To develop a sense of
self direction.
To learn to take care of
myself.
To express myself
creatively.

My Body
To be aware of my
body and to be
healthy.

What do I need to learn at school?

‘Explore’ (ASC) Curriculum
Each learner will have a highly personalised curriculum based on their EHCP learning outcomes, learning
experiences and responses.

Greenside ‘Explore’ (SLD) Pathway

Cross curricula strategies and approaches
SCERTS
Self-initiated learning

Reading
Early writing/writing
Story telling
Drama
Bamboozle drama
approaches
Speech Therapy

Visual supports

Intensive Interaction

Adapted TEACCH

Counting
Problem solving
Computing
Understanding the
World/ Science
Work related
learning
Enterprise

Sensory exploration

Cooking
Washing Up
Art
Shopping
Music
Assembly
Creative workshops
Work related
learning
Community learning

P.E.
Team games
Yoga
Dance
Exercising in the
community
Swimming
Trampolining
Horse riding
Local schools’
competitions
Forest school

Curriculum aspects, strategies and approaches
My Communication

My Thinking

My Wellbeing

To communicate
effectively & build
relationships
To listen to others
For my voice to be
heard

To learn to solve
problems and to be
aware of the world
around me.
To develop
independence.

To develop a sense of
self direction.
To learn to take care of
myself.
To express myself
creatively.

My Body
To be aware of my
body and to be
healthy.

What do I need to learn at school?

‘Explore’ (SLD) Curriculum
Each learner will have a highly personalised curriculum based on their EHCP learning outcomes, learning
experiences and responses.

Greenside ‘Focus’ Pathway

Cross curricula strategies and approaches
SCERTS

Visual supports

English- reading,
early writing/writing
Drama
Bamboozle drama
approaches
Speech Therapy

Self-initiated learning

Computing
Science
Maths
Geography
History
Work related
learning
Enterprise

PSHCE (inc. RSE)
Food Tech
R.E.
Community learning
Art
Music
Assembly
Creative workshops

Adapted TEACCH

P.E.
Team games
Yoga
Dance
Exercising in the
community
Swimming
Trampolining
Horse riding
Local schools
competitions.
Forest school

Curriculum aspects, strategies and approaches

My Communication

My Thinking

My Wellbeing

To communicate
effectively & build
relationships
To listen to others
For my voice to be
heard

To learn to solve
problems and to be
aware of the world
around me.
To develop
independence.

To develop a sense of
self direction.
To learn to take care of
myself.
To express myself
creatively.

My Body
To be aware of my
body and to be
healthy.

What do I need to learn at school?

‘Focus’ Curriculum
Each learner will have a highly personalised curriculum based on their EHCP learning outcomes, learning
experiences and responses.

Appendix 4 - Examples of Three-Year Thematic Curriculum Planning
Phase 2 Planning Grid

Autumn
1
Autumn
2
Spring 1
Spring 2
Summer
1
Summer
2

Year 1
(2020-21)

Year 2
(2021-22)

Year 3
(2022-23)

Transport and
Travel
Celebrations

Imagine if…

Me and my
community
Magic and wonder

Construction

The weather and
clothes
Our Natural world

Earth and Space

Myths and Legends

Changes – what
happens if?…
Waterworld

Summer festivals

Animals

Natural History
(dinosaurs)
Sensational – the
senses
Keep fit and
healthy
Countries

Phase 3 Planning Grid
½ Term

Year 1
2018/19

Year 2
2019/20

Year 3
2020/21

Year 4
2021/2022

Autumn

Myths and
Legends

Imagine
if……

Magic and
mystery

Celebrations

Up, up and
away

The natural
world

Buildings and
structures.

Earth, wind,
fire, water.

Technologyhow does it
work?

Summer

Olympics

Journeys

Spring

Summer

Appendix 5 - Medium Term Planning Template
CURRICULUM AREA:
My Thinking - Understanding the World

DATES:

DURATION (NUMBER OF WEEKS):

THEME

TERM:

TEACHER:
ASSISTANTS:

NATURE OF PUPILS (including specific adaptations to meet individual needs e.g. sensory accommodations, adaptations of learning
space/position etc.)

RESOURCES:
KEY VOCABULARY:
DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING OBJECTIVES: (These could be
for each individual learner or learners could be grouped if they are
working towards similar objectives):
Learner X/Group 1 is learning to (small-step objectives that work
towards achieving EHCP targets detailed on long term plan):
 Shift attention from her current activity to a transitional
object offered (this could be through eye-gaze at the object,
reaching for it, handling it etc.)
 Independently reach for a motivating item when it is placed in
front of her
 Approach a peer to initiate a simple interaction (this could be
eye gaze, touch or physical proximity)
 Hold equipment using a palmer grip
Learner Y/Group 2 is learning to:
Learner Z/Group 3 is learning to:

LEARNING OUTCOMES/SUCCESS CRITERIA:

Learner X/Group 1





X stops current activity for a few seconds and looks at the rain
maker when this is played directly in front of her
X reaches for the light stick when this is placed in the tuff tray
X moves towards a peer when they are holding the light stick
X holds equipment using a palmer grip for a few seconds when
provided with hand-over-hand support

CONTENT AND SEQUENCE OF LESSONS

WEEK 1

WE ARE LEARNING TO.....

ADULT ACTIVITY

Learner X/Group 1
Include learning objective for each
learner/group & success criteria
here

What the adults will do to lead the learning
and ensure learners make progress during the
lesson and over the sequence of lessons e.g.
links to prior learning experiences, what
adults will say/do, key questions, specific info
about what support staff will do to facilitate
learning etc.

Learner Y/Group 2

PUPIL ACTIVITY
How children are intended to respond to
meet the learning outcomes e.g. how pupils
are organised, where the learning will take
place, what pupils will do, how they will
demonstrate understanding & progress
within the lesson etc.

Learner Z/Group 3

ASSESSMENT FOCUS/TECHNIQUES
(Which learners/groups are the focus of specific assessment during the lesson)
e.g. Learner X/Group 1
(Who is assessing, what to look for, techniques to use e.g. observation, questioning,
photographic/filmed evidence)
Jan to observe X at each transition point - does she glance at the rain-maker when this is
played in front of her? How long does she focus attention on the object? Does she return to
original activity or move to new activity after shifting attention?
Jan to record at least one instance of transitional object offered for EfL.

WEEK 2

Learner X
Learner Y
Learner Z

ASSESSMENT FOCUS/TECHNIQUES
(Which learners/groups are the focus of specific assessment during the lesson)

(Who is assessing, what to look for, techniques to use e.g. observation, questioning,
photographic/filmed evidence)

WEEK 3

Learner X
Learner Y
Learner Z

ASSESSMENT FOCUS/TECHNIQUES
(Which learners/groups are the focus of specific assessment during the lesson)

(Who is assessing, what to look for, techniques to use e.g. observation, questioning,
photographic/filmed evidence)

WEEK 4

Learner X
Learner Y
Learner Z

ASSESSMENT FOCUS/TECHNIQUES
(Which learners/groups are the focus of specific assessment during the lesson)

(Who is assessing, what to look for, techniques to use e.g. observation, questioning,
photographic/filmed evidence)

WEEK 5

Learner X
Learner Y
Learner Z

ASSESSMENT FOCUS/TECHNIQUES
(Which learners/groups are the focus of specific assessment during the lesson)

(Who is assessing, what to look for, techniques to use e.g. observation, questioning,
photographic/filmed evidence)

WEEK 6

Learner X
Learner Y
Learner Z

ASSESSMENT FOCUS/TECHNIQUES
(Which learners/groups are the focus of specific assessment during the lesson)

(Who is assessing, what to look for, techniques to use e.g. observation, questioning,
photographic/filmed evidence)

